
 

 

 
 
Motor Vehicle Prohibition Regulation: Texas Creek FSR 
 
The Texas Creek road is closed to motorized vehicle traffic from April 15 to November 30, as 
per Cayoose Creek Band and the BC Provincial Government. A Wildlife Act regulation change 
was made on August 24, 2021, to expand the existing spring Motor Vehicle Closure (MVC) on 
the Texas Creek road to include summer and fall. The regulation can be found at 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/196_99#Schedule6, and 
reads as follows: 

Texas Creek 

74.  During the period April 15 to November 30 inclusive, in that portion of M.U. 3-16 

being the watershed of Texas Creek upstream from the 3 km mark on the Texas Creek 

Forest Service Road. 
 
 
Rationale for the closure: 
 

 The Texas watershed is in the traditional area of responsibility of the Sekw’el’was Band, 
a St’at’imc community within the unceded St’at’imc territory. Grizzly Bears are an 
integral component of the traditional Laws and stewardship teachings of the St’át’imc. 
Recovery of this critically endangered population is of paramount importance to the 
overall ecosystem and to the St’át’imc way of life. 

 
 The Texas creek area supports important spring, summer and fall habitat for the Stein-

Nahatlatch grizzly bear population. 
 

 This population is rated as at extreme conservation concern – the highest possible 
rating. Inventories estimate a population of fewer than <20 animals (including < 5 
breeding females) that is physically isolated from other populations due to habitat loss 
and fragmentation. 
 

 Approximately 50% of documented female SN bear mortalities (3 out of 6) have been 
attributed to illegal killing. Roads are associated with increased grizzly bear mortality 
risk, as they can put bears and humans into closer proximity more often, particularly 
where roads provide access to high quality habitat. 
 

 Restricting motorized access is an important aspect of recovering bears in the SN GBPU, 
in the context of a multi-faceted management approach to address the causes of decline. 
Initiatives include 1) habitat and connectivity improvement, 2) access management, 3) 
population augmentation, and 3) mortality risk reduction. 



 

 

 
 This regulation change is supported by the 2011 St'át'imc Chiefs Council Resolution for 

Recovery of Grizzly Bear populations within St'át'imc territory. It is therefore an 
important step towards reconciliation by the Provincial government in terms of 
implementing the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action, including the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act - Bill-41. 

 


